
X r .  F raze r  Lockhart 
U . S  Department of Energy 
Rocky F l a t s  P lan t  
Bu i ld ing  116 
P. 0. Box 9 2 8  
Golden, Colorado 80402-0928 

RE: BACKGROUND SURFICIAL SOILS STUDY 

D e a r  M r .  Lockhart; 

O n  March 11, 1 9 9 2  t h e  Colorado Department of Heal th ,  Hazardous 
Materials and Waste Management Divis ion ( t h e  Div is ion)  was 
i n v i t e d  t o  m e e t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of DOE and EG&G t o  d i scuss  
a p roposa l  t o  obta in  background s u r f i c i a l  s o i l s  d a t a  i n  support  
of R F I / R I  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  To d a t e ,  no  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  have 
been h e l d - a n d  a formal proposal has n o t  been submit ted.  

The need f o r  this 'data is  s i g n i f i c a n t  s ince '  the' ' s i t e w i d e '  
Background Geochemical Charac te r iza t ion  Report  omitted 
%.urficiali i  s o i l s .  EG&G requested t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  work n o t  
be added t o  t h e  Background Report w h i l e  it was undergoing major 
r e v i s i o n s  and near ing  completion. The Div is ion  informally 
concurred  w i t h  t h i s  r e q u e s t  but expected work t o  proceed under a 
s e p a r a t e  o r  a s soc ia t ed  s tudy.  

Var ious  a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Operable U n i t s  1 and 2 have 
p~c-~* iS !2" ,  re levent  OU-specific background soil information. 
However, s i t e w i d e ,  n o t  OU s p e c i f i c ,  background levels  snouid. be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of e f f i c i e n c y  and comparabi l i ty .  

DOE should  be aware t h a t  i n  t h e  absence of p o t e n t i a l l y  h igher  
background values ,  it may become necessary t o  base cleanup 
d e c i s i o n s  s o l e l y  on r i s k  t o  human h e a l t h  and t h e  environment. 
The re fo re ,  t h e  Div is ion  expects t h i s  work t o  proceed a s  an 
addendum t o ,  o r  a s  an  a s soc ia t ed  p r o j e c t  o f ,  t h e  Background 
Geochemical Charac te r iza t ion  Report. 

P l e a s e  e s t a b l i s h  by November 2 0 ,  1 9 9 2  a reasonable  d a t e  by which 
a formal  proposal w i l l  be submitted for EPA and Div is ion  review 
and approval .  
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If you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  please call Harlen Ainscough of my 
s t a f f  at 692-3337. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  A 

G a r f l W .  Baughman, v Chief  

Facilities S e c t i o n  
Hazardous Waste Control  Program 

cc: D a n i e l  S. Miller ,  AGO 
Jackie Berardini, CDH-OE 
M a r t i n  Hestmark, EPA 
R. Schassburger ,  DOE 
Bruce Thatche-~, DOE 
Scott: Grzce, D O S  
J. M. Xersh, E G G  
Larry Woods, EG&G 
Ralph Lindberg, EG&G 
Jonathan Love, RFPU 
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